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ITHACA COLLEGE CONCERTS 1999-2000 
RIVER CITY BRASS BAND 
Denis Colwell, conductor 
Entry of the Gladiators 
Festive Overture 




arranged by Michael Antrobus 
W. S. Ripley 
Arranged by Robert Bernat 
William Rimmer 
Bernard Black, cornet 
Boogie W oogie Bugle Boy 
Sing, Sing, Sing 
American Civil War Fantasy 
01' Man River 
Don Raye/Hughie Prince 
Louis Prima 
arranged by Drew Fennel 
Jerry Bilik 
arranged by William Himes 
Jerome Kern 
Overture to The Cowboys 
Miller Magic 
Little Brown Jug 
String of Pearls 
Moonlight Serenade 
In The Mood 
Instant Concert 
12th Street Rag 
INTERMISSION 
John Williams 
arranged by James Curnow 
arranged by Denzil Stephens 
arranged by Harold L. Walters 
Euday Bowman 
Louis Casini, John Defazio, Paul Lennartz, cornets 
An Irving Berlin Medley 
This is tlze Army, Mr. Jones arranged by James Swearingen 
Oh, How I Hate to Get Up in tlze Morning arranged by Joe Campus 
God Bless America arranged by Erik Leidzen 
Thom Douglas, vocalist 
Ford Hall 
Saturday, September 25, 1999 
8:15 p.m. 
RIVER CITY BRASS BAND 
One of America's most popular touring ensembles, and the most 
successful professional concert band in the world today, the River city 
Brass Band has reached its present prominence in a relatively short 
period of time. The Band made its highly praised debut at the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra's British Music Festival in 1981 under 
the baton of its founder and first Music Director, Robert Bernat. The 
next year, RCBB established a subscription series which has grown 
from 4 to 46 concerts annually, attracting an audience of nearly 4,000 
fiercely loyal subscribers, and earning the RCBB a Challenge Grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts, the first such grant 
awarded to a band. Current Conductor and Music Director Denis 
Colwell was named to that post in 1994. 
The growth of the RCBB touring schedule has been equally dynamic. 
Starting from a base in the Mid-Atlantic states, the RCBB has steadily 
expanded the scope, variety and number of its touring engagements. 
Currently, the RCBB has one of the most active schedules among 
American touring ensembles, performing for a wide variety of auspices 
ranging from college and community performing arts series to 
multinational corporate events, major music festivals and symphony 
pops series. 
The Band toured overseas in 1988 when, together with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and The Twyla 
Tharp Dance Company, it represented the United States at the 
celebration of Australia's Bicentennial. During its month-long tour 
"down under", the RCBB won rave reviews for its performances at the 
Adelaide Festival, the Sydney Opera House, Melbourne's Moomba 
Festival, the Queensland Performing Arts Center in Brisbane, and the 
New Zealand International Festival of the Arts. 
The RCBB's commissioning program has been responsible for the 
creation of more than a dozen compositions by American and British 
composers which have received their premieres at RCBB performances. 
In addition, the Band has performed the American premieres of over 
twenty brass band works by British composers, including Sir William 
Walton, William Mathias, Gordon Jacob, Malcolm Arnold, Philip 
Sparke and Sir Arthur Bliss. 
To date the RCBB has released eleven recordings on its own label. The 
Band's digital recordings, Pittsburgh on Parade, Footlifters, Concert in 
the Park, Christmas!, Big Band Brass! and Heartland, are distributed 
throughout the United States, its territories and Canada by Empire 
Music Group of New York. RCBB recordings are also distributed on the 
Polyphonic label throughout the European Economic Community, 
Australia and New Zealand. 
The River City Brass Band can now be heard on public radio stations 
across the country in an exciting new series produced by WQED-FM in 
Pittsburgh and syndicated under the auspices of Public Radio 
International. 
DENIS COLWELL, 
CONDUCTOR AND MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Denis Colwell is Conductor and Music Director of the River City Brass 
Band. He joined the ensemble in 1982 as a cometist and was 
subsequently promoted to assistant principal solo comet. In 1991 he was 
named Associate Conductor of the River City Brass Band by its founder 
Robert Bernat. Colwell assumed all conducting duties in May, 1994 and 
the responsibilities of Music Director were added six months later. 
In addition to his leadership of the River City Brass Band, Colwell is 
'n Associate Professor of Music at Carnegie Mellon University in 
i,ittsburgh, where he is Music Director of the Carnegie Mellon Wind 
Ensemble. He was Assistant Head of the Department of Music from 
1988 to 1995. 
A Pittsburgh native, Denis studied trumpet performance both as an 
undergraduate and graduate student with Carnegie Mellon's renowned 
trumpet professor, Anthony L. Pasquarelli. For nearly a decade, he was 
a member of the award winning Carnegie Brass Quintet. Colwell was a 
founder of the Carnegie Mellon Youth Brass Band and the River City 
Youth Brass Band and has served as conductor of both ensembles. 
At Carnegie Mellon, Colwell produced and hosted the classical music 
channel programs on US Airways In-Flight Audio Entertainment, 
heard worldwide on US Airways flights. 
Colwell's first CD recording with the university's Wind Ensemble was 
hailed as 11 ••• one of the best band recordings in recent years ... 11 by 
f/ie American Record Guide (Mary/ April, 1996) and he recently 
.:ompleted the production of a second compact disc with that ensemble. 
His recordings with the River City Brass Band include Christmas!, Big 
Band Brass and most recently Heartland, a compilation of 
commissioned works. 
THOM DOUGLAS 
Thom Douglas has been a soloist with the River City Brass Band, 
Pittsburgh Opera, Pittsburgh Symphony, Canton Symphony, 
Children's Festival Chorus, University of Pittsburgh Orchestra and 
the North Pittsburgh Civic Orchestra in addition to a wide variety of 
solo work, workshops and lectures with many churches and local 
organizations. One highlight of Mr. Douglas' conducting work has been 
in Europe where he was the Assistant Musical Director of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's Phantom of the Opera in Basel, Switzerland with the 
"Really Useful Company," preparing the first Swiss production of the 
musical performed both in German and English. He has also enjoyed 
musical direction of productions of Closer Than Ever, Baby, Carousel, 
The Sound of Music, Charlie and Algernon, Annie Get Your Gun, 
Beehive, Phantom, Sugar Babies, Bye Bye Birdie, Hair, Kiss Me Kate, 
the do-wop musical Avenue X at the Pittsburgh Public Theater and is 
currently the Musical Director of the West Virginia Public Theater. 
Thom has an appointment in both the drama and music schools at 
Carnegie Mellon University where he is a musical director, teaches 
private voice, and conducts and directs the Jazz Vocal Ensemble. He 
has been the Chorus Master of the Canton Symphony and the Assistant 
Conductor of the Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh under conductor 
Robert Page. Thom has also served as a member of the Choral/Opera 
panel for the Pennsylvania Chorale-East and the Pinnacle Players, a 
music theatre company for performers no younger than 30 years old. 
RIVER CITY BRASS BAND 













































26 3:00 Choir, Chorus, Madrigal Singers, 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Women's Chorale 
28 8:15 Rachel S. Thaler Concert Pianist Series 
Angela Hewitt 
October 
3 4:00 Steven Mauk, soprano and alto saxophone 
6 8:15 Angus Godwin, baritone; Steve Brown, guitar; 
Pablo Cohen, guitar; Gordon Stout, marimba; 
Danny D'Imperio, bass 
7 8:15 Percussion Ensembles 
11 8:15 David Unland, tuba 
12 8:15 Faculty and Chamber Orchestra 
18 8:15 John Harbison, 1900-2000 Karel Husa 
Visiting Professor of Composition 
19 8:15 Faculty and Chamber Orchestra 
20 8:15 Debra Moree, viola 
21 8:15 Lee Goodhew, bassoon and 
Gordon Stout, percussion 
27 8:15 Charis DiMaras, piano 
28 8:15 Ithaca Wind Quintet 
31 3:00 Voice Faculty 
31 8:15 Tuba Ensemble 







River City Brass Band 
Edgar Meyer, double bass 
Bang On A Can All-Stars 
